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Federal Communications Commission § 80.95

between ship and aircraft stations 
must not interfere with public coast 
stations. The ship or aircraft stations 
which cause interference must stop 
transmitting or change frequency upon 
the first request of the affected coast 
station.

§ 80.93 Hours of service.
(a) All stations. All stations whose 

hours of service are not continuous 
must not suspend operation before hav-
ing concluded all communication re-
quired in connection with a distress 
call or distress traffic. 

(b) Public coast stations. (1) Each pub-
lic coast station whose hours of service 
are not continuous must not suspend 
operation before having concluded all 
communication involving messages or 
calls originating in or destined to mo-
bile stations within range and mobile 
stations which have indicated their 
presence. 

(2) Unless otherwise authorized by 
the Commission upon adequate show-
ing of need, each public coast station 
authorized to operate on frequencies in 
the 3000–23,000 kHz band must maintain 
continuous hours of service. 

(c) Compulsory ship stations. Compul-
sory ship stations whose service is not 
continous may not suspend operation 
before concluding all traffic origi-
nating in or destined for public coast 
stations situated within their range 
and mobile stations which have indi-
cated their presence. 

(d) Other than public coast or compul-
sory ship stations. The hours of service 
of stations other than public coast or 
compulsory ship stations are deter-
mined by the station licensee.

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 68 FR 46960, Aug. 
7, 2003, § 80.93 was amended by redesignating 
paragraph (d) as paragraph (e), adding a new 
paragraph (d), and revising paragraph (c) and 
newly designated paragraph (e) effective Oc-
tober 6, 2003. For the convenience of the user 
the revised and added text is set forth as fol-
lows:

§ 80.93 Hours of service.

* * * * *

(c) Compulsory ship stations. (1) Compulsory 
ship stations whose service is not continuous 
may not suspend operation before concluding 
all traffic originating in or destined for pub-
lic coast stations situated within their range 

and mobile stations which have indicated 
their presence. 

(2) For GMDSS ships, radios shall be 
turned on and set to proper watch channels 
while ships are underway. If a ship has dupli-
cate GMDSS installations for DSC or 
INMARSAT, only one of each must be turned 
on and keeping watch. 

(d) Ships voluntarily fitting GMDSS sub-
systems. For ships voluntarily fitting GMDSS 
subsystems, radios shall be turned on and set 
to proper watch channels while ships are un-
derway. If ship has duplicate GMDSS instal-
lations for DSC or INMARSAT, only one of 
each must be turned on and keeping watch. 

(e) Other than public coast or compulsory 
ship stations. The hours of service of stations 
other than those described in paragraphs (b), 
(c), and (d) of this section are determined by 
the station licensee.

§ 80.94 Control by coast or Govern-
ment station. 

When communicating with a coast 
station or any Government station in 
the maritime mobile service, ship sta-
tions must comply with the instruction 
given by the coast station or Govern-
ment station relative to the order and 
time of transmission, the choice of fre-
quency, the suspension of communica-
tion and the permissible type of mes-
sage traffic that may be transmitted. 
This provision does not apply in the 
event of distress.

§ 80.95 Message charges. 
(a) Charges must not be made for 

service of: 
(1) Any public coast station unless 

tariffs for the service are on file with 
the Commission; 

(2) Any station other than a public 
coast station or an Alaska—public 
fixed station, except cooperatively 
shared stations covered by § 80.503; 

(3) Distress calls and related traffic; 
and 

(4) Navigation hazard warnings pre-
ceded by the SAFETY signal. 

(b) The licensee of each ship station 
is responsible for the payment of all 
charges accruing to any other sta-
tion(s) or facilities for the handling or 
forwarding of messages or communica-
tions transmitted by that station. 

(c) In order to be included in the ITU 
List of Coast Stations public coast sta-
tions must recognize international Ac-
counting Authority Identification 
Codes (AAIC) for purposes of billing 
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